Character Area 4: Alkerton - The Village
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General overview of character

The village of Eastington contains 65% of the population of the Parish, so it is the most urbanised
area. In addition to the houses one finds the key public buildings, the major shops and
businesses, the only public house and a hotel. There are other businesses on the fringe of the
village.

Whilst there are several Grade Il listed buildings and one Grade II* the majority of the village is
made up of 20" century estates. These were built twenty to thirty houses at a time in different but
mainly functional styles.

Alkerton Photo 1: Alkerton Cross pointing to Alkerton Photo 2: Alkerton Cross looking north
Gloucester and Stroud with the Co-op and Post Office on the left



Layout

Alkerton was laid out originally around its cross, a signpost of the ancient roads to Bath, Gloucester
and Stroud. The meeting of these roads forms a “T” shape, with the leg of the “T” being the road
north to Stroud — now known as Alkerton Road. This is the view in photo 2 above.

The historic Alkerton Cross, as seen in photo, remains and is incorporated into the Parish Logo.
Still grouped around it are the largest village shop, the Co-op, with its post office, the Kings Head
House Hotel, two hairdressers and close by, the butcher's shop — which boasts its own organic
abattoir. Situated across the road from the butcher is the Methodist Chapel, which is one of the
four social centres enjoyed in the Village.

Along the two wings of the “T”, especially the southern side of the Bath Road and the Claypits
Road, lie the older buildings. The rear of these properties can be seen from the M5 motorway
when driving north. The 21* century Owen Harris Memorial Ground (OHMG) Community Centre is
also visible from the motorway. As well as being a centre for social and recreational activity with its
spacious playing fields, it provides a venue for many of the local clubs including Eastington
Playgroup and Slimming World. Situated on the same village site are allotments and the much-
admired Snakey Lane Playpark (see photo 3 below).

Alkerton Photo 3: view to Frocester Hill (south) from the OHMG over Snakey Lane Playpark,
the Allotments and the barns of Green Farm

The main late 20™ century development of Swallowcroft has taken place in an area moving north
from the cross, spurring off Alkerton Road and Bath Road. The Village Hall (photo 4) and the Old
Badger Inn public house (photo 5) lie in this direction, providing the final two of the four main social
amenity centres.

Alkerton photo 4: Eastington Village Hall, Alkerton Road



Alkerton photo 5: The Old Badger Inn, Alkerton Road

Because this public house is the oldest social centre in Eastington village, a number of public
footpaths radiate out to the Southern Hamlets, as will be seen in Area 5. The paths, and the green
spaces they traverse, serve as a barrier between the Alkerton hamlet and those hamlets namely
Cress Green and Middle Street. The preservation of these barriers is a key issue for defining the
village.

Topography

Alkerton is perched on a significant ridge of clay, running east-west and raising it above the River
Frome floodplain and Wickster's Brook. The highest points are at the top of Spring Hill, the
northern boundary of Alkerton Village. Thereafter, the village is on a gently sloping plateau, such
that the Kings Head House Hotel is not visible from the north.

Spaces

Two subtly different types of space are relevant in this context:
A relatively large green space provides a buffer between Alkerton and the Southern Hamlets
Several smaller green spaces within Alkerton relieve the density of housing

The buffer areas define the Settlement Development Limit and are represented in the other
sections:

Industrial Heritage Conservation Area to the north east (Barrier from Millend) described

in Character Area 1

Swallowcroft to the east provides a barrier between Alkerton, Cress Green, Millend, and Middle
Street

The fields of Green Farm to the south, including the OHMG complex

Fields to the north of Bush Close and Bradestones Way.

The latter two are areas of rising land whose openness is significant in keeping Alkerton shielded
from those approaches.

Within Alkerton lie five green spaces, each with its own importance. All of these valuable areas
should be considered as Parish Assets:

The Village Green to the west of Alkerton Cross, bounded by a grouping of Grade Il listed
buildings of 18" century origin and Green Farm, one of only two active dairy farms left in the
Parish, with approximately 300 head of pedigree cattle and a modern dairy unit

Cotswold Avenue has an oval open space bounded by 12 houses, originally built as a post-war
council estate along with Victoria Drive, shown in photo 6 below



Alkerton Photo 6: Cotswold Avenue — A valued Green Spac

School Playing Field off Cotswold Avenue extends the internal barrier provided by Cotswold
Avenue Oval. Any future development of this plot should be done sensitively to retain at
least 50% of it's open space, between Bush Close and the dense development of
Bradestones Way

Fields west of the Grade II* Gazebo and Grade Il Alkerton Grange preserve the setting of
these significant buildings. The Gazebo is of national importance, as its listing implies
(photo 7).

Alkerton Photo 7: Grade II* Listed Gazebo within the grounds of Alkerton Grange
The proposed new Local Green Space LGS B lies in the foreground

The OHMG Community Centre was gifted as 8 acres of playing fields and has been
developed in 2010 with the Community Centre, the allotments and finally Snakey Lane
Playpark for children.

Roads and routes

The built up nature of Alkerton prevents easy understanding of roads and routes but an aerial view in
photo 8 reveals all:



Alkerton Photo 8: aerial view looking north with the Alkerton Cross just below centre

Approaching from the west is the ancient route from the pre-Roman road now known as the A38, sticking
to the high ground and going on through to Alkerton Cross. From the Cross the route leading to the right
is Bath Road takes travellers up Frocester Hill and on to London or Bath.

The open nature of Alkerton Cross is very visible and the third main route is Alkerton Road, snaking away
northeast then north to the A419. Two key estate roads, both dead ends, are Swallowcroft, centre right
and Victoria Drive leading into Broadfield, above centre. These support 76 and 165 homes respectively.
lllustrations of housing are given in “Streetscapes” below.

The only other partially paved road is Millend Lane, leading off Alkerton Road to the right providing a
route for Millend residents as well as parents and children to walk to and from the Eastington Primary
School, as described and illustrated in Area 1.

There are plenty of footpaths as befits an ancient village and it can be seen that any resident of Alkerton
is never more than a couple of hundred yards from a green space with a public footpath through it.



Landmarks buildings and details

Being a built-up area that is essentially a gently sloping plateau, there are no significant natural
landmarks within the area. There are plenty buildings of note with the most iconic being the black

and white Alkerton Farm and it's adjacent converted barns (photo 9 below).
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Alkerton photo 9: Alkerton Farm, Bath Road

Now a set of beautifully maintained domestic dwellings, this was last run as a farm by Owen Harris,
whose widow donated the OHMG fields illustrated in “Spaces” above. By contrast, the most



modern of our notable buildings is the OHMG Community Centre completed in 2009 (photo 10
below).

Alkerton photo 10: Eastington OHMG Community Centre with solar panels

Looking from the south, either walking footpaths up from Wickster’s Brook or driving north on the
M5 motorway, the three most visible buildings are the Kings Head House Hotel, the nhew OHMG
Community Centre and the Grade Il house behind it, Alkerton Grange.

The three storey Kings Head House Hotel is the most visible building from most angles (photo 11).
Less notable as a building but crucial to the vibrancy of the Parish, is the Co-op general store with
the in-house Post Office, to the right of the picture below. As a group of service buildings the Co-
op, with two hair and beauty salons, one to each side of it, plus the hotel and the butcher’s shop
around the corner, draw significant trade to Alkerton from our own parish and also from
surrounding villages whose shops have faded away over the years. The picture below is unusual in
that normally there are cars jostling for parking space, drawn by these services.

Alkerton Photo 11: Kings Head House Hotel at Alkerton Cross

Also providing a vibrant hub for the village and the hamlets is the Old Badger Inn (formerly the
Victoria Inn) described before and seen in photo 5 above. Refurbished and renamed in the last five
years, this has become a thriving hostelry for the first time in two generations.

The traditional civic building is Eastington Village Hall (photo 12 & 13), built in 1928 and
significantly refurbished since the Millennium. Many use the building for regular and varied
village/parish weekly or monthly gatherings.
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Alkerton poto 12: Eastington Village Hall Alkerton photo 13: Eastington Village Hall, fully re-furbished

As mentioned in the “spaces” section above, our most highly rated listed building is the Grade II*
Gazebo in the grounds of the Grade Il listed Alkerton Grange — seen in photos 7 &14.

Alkerton photo 14: The Grade II* Gazebo in the grounds of Alkerton Grange

Streetscape
Alkerton is a village of mixed ages and appearances of buildings. Likewise, the layout of its streets varies,
and this description starts with the rural approach along Spring Hill from the A419 in the north and
through the Frome Canal Corridor Area 1.

Alkerton photo 15: leafy approach to Alkerton up Spring Hill from north

The green and open aspect is maintained to a degree within the village, as can be seen looking
from the Old Badger Inn towards the Co-op (lime green fascia) and Alkerton Cross.



Alkerton photo 17: Green opening into Victoria Drive Alkerton photo 18: Broadfield Road broken up by sheltered
bungalows

Spurring off Alkerton Road is Victoria Drive (photo 17), followed by Broadfield Road. These are the
“spine” roads supporting 165 homes, most of which have front gardens to keep the dwellings from
crowding in on each other. Broadfield Sheltered bungalows (photo 18) also contribute a useful
green space and a contrast in building height and massing of properties.

Broadfield Road and Bush Close both open directly onto countryside surrounding Alkerton hamlet.
This provides views outwards across meadows to the River Frome to the north or M5 motorway in
the west. These are supported by numerous and regularly used footpaths by walkers and dog
walkers alike.

Alkerton photo 19: Bush Close (completed 2005) with outward view

Swallowcroft also has an open aspect with generous gardens and a mix of semi-detached houses
and bungalows. Photo 20 shows one of the wide roads.



Alkerton photo 20: looking south through 1970’s Swallowcroft

In contrast to the rest of the village, the 2010 housing development of Bradestone’'s Way (photo
21) provides very little space between buildings. There are no significant front gardens and only a
minimum of parking places per dwelling. The road width is very narrow and doesn’t allow for
parking and traffic that has prgved very contentious at times.

Alkerton photo 21: three-storey housing in Bradestones Way

The approach from the west is again an open route from the A38 and Claypits hamlet, described in
the Western Hamlets Area 3. In photo 22 the view is from Alkerton Village Green looking towards

Claypits.

Alkerton photo 22: Western pproach from Claypits and the A38 with Alkerton Court on the right

Land Use

The area is predominantly housing and as such any land is for domestic use. In the northeast of
the area lie a few large arable fields that form a green barrier between Alkerton and the M5. There
is also a farm holding adjacent to the village green. There are some small social business and
village facilities within the remaining parts of the Alkerton area.
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Alkerton Map 3 : Land areas with a few photo sites no mentioned before

Whilst area E is clearly built-up, there are three other land uses:
- Aand C are both pastoral
B is the industrial yard (mainly haulage) of Smiths, a family business which is the largest
employer in the Parish.

D is the recreation use of the OHMG fields, blending into Green Farm (farm buildings also in
red).

The OHMG is the main concentration of leisure facilities, with allotments, Snakey Lane Playpark
for children (of all ages) football, cricket and archery fields and the Community Centre itself. Photos
3, 23 and 10 illustrate these respectively.

Alkerton photo 23: Snakey Lane Playpark for children

Views

As a built up area, Alkerton is too crowded for views “within” other than those already illustrated in Land
Use above. The outward views are comprehensively dealt with in Character Areas 1 and 5.



Sensitivity to Change in Character Area 4

The more sensitive spaces have already been described and include the playing field, land at the top
of Spring Hill that together with land further north, provides a visually important approach to the
village, some small areas on the southern perimeter of the hamlet and the OHMG playing fields. The
latter are particularly visible from the south.

In addition an area of land alongside Alkerton Grange provides the setting for a Grade II* listed
Gazebo sited at the end of its garden and is thus sensitive to change.

The following plan (Map 4) illustrates those areas sensitive to change:
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Alkerton Map 4 —red areas sensitive to change in Character Area 4



